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THE LITTLE FLOCK IN TROUBLE 


Action against the indigenous Christian church known as The Little Flock is described in 
an editorial in Tien Feng for February 6, 1956. The editorial is entitled Drive the Cruel 


Wolves Out of the Church, It reads as follows: 


‘On January 2g the Shanghai Bureau of Public Security arrested Li Yuan-ju, Lang Chih-i, 
and Chang Wei(?)-chih. These three criminals had been hidden within the Little Flock that 
meets at Nancha Road in Shanghai, Their leader Watchman Ni had already been arrested and 


punished by the Shanghai City Government, "’ 


The next paragraph refers to the great welcome with which all of Chinese society had 
celebrated just a few days before the entry of China into a full socialist organization of society 
e reorganization of all businesses and factories on a joint state-private basis), and then goes 


‘For several years many fellow-workers and fellow-Christians have noted the fact that 


Watchman Ni's headquarters have been carrying on destructive activities, breaking down 
government policies and central movements, scattering reactionary words and counter-revo- 
lutionary rumors, instilling fear into the hearts of church-members, poisoning the minds of 
youth, and destroying the unity of the Christian church in opposing imperialism and in love 
for country and church. In April of 1955 at the Chinhuaya Factory in Chekiang the Little Flock 
plotted the organization of an ‘*Oppose Communism Save the Country Movement"’, which 

_ made the rest of the country realize the dangerous and destructive character of Watchman Ni’s 
movement, but we did not know that it was composed of such wicked counter-revolutionary 
agents and spies. Actually they were engaged in breaking down our national economy, spread- 
ing rumors on behalf of imperialism and Bandit Chiang, preventing the righteous work of liber- 
ating Taiwan, and flouting the action of the People’s Government, Their wickedness has 
nothing to do with the real work of preaching the gospel - they are really ravening wolves in 


the midst of the sheep. 


*‘In the past we have tried to be in accord with the Little Flock, together glorifying God 
and doing good to men, loving both country and church, But these counter-revolutionaries 
have built a wall between us, and use the catchword of Faith to forbid the brothers and sisters 
of the Little Flock to have fellowship with us in opposing imperialism and loving our own 
country, although we know that most of them are at one with us in their patriotism, These 


counter-revolutionaries have bitterly opposed any progressive members of the Little Flock, and 
have been very angry with them, When we saw that some of their people were being deceived 


by their words, we were very much concerned, but unfortunately did not have any opportunity 
to meeth with them, For the sake of national and church unity we have been patient with 
them, but this has only made them more haughty and insolent, At that time we did not under- 
stand why, since we were all Chinese and all Christians, there should be among us such un- 
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reasonable and divisive men. But now we know it is because they are counter-revolutionaries 
and one can no more counse! with a counter-revolutionary than with a tiger. And therefore ( 


now have oniy one choice, and that is to expel such ravening wolves out of the Christian church, 


‘It should be noted that Watchman Ni and his gang are very clever and devious, so that 
many of our brothers and sisters, and especially those in the Little Flock, have been deceived 
by them, but now having awakened they realize that those are whited sepulchres, which out- | 
wardly appear fine, but inwardly are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness, We must ; 
arise and denounce them, expose them and let all our fellow-Christians see their real charac- 
ter, so that the wolves may no longer be able to devour the sheep. 


‘‘Watchman Ni and his gang have for long worn a very deceptive cloak of religiousness, 
but now we know that inside that cloak is hypocrisy, crime, adultery and all uncleanness, such 
_ sins as cannot be tolerated among Christians, and also out of keeping with the great majority 
of the simple-minded and faithful members of the Little Flock. 


**These counter-revolutionaries say that the church must be absolutely spiritual, but what 
actually is the church which they have built up? Nationalist agents and spies, and even but- 
chers for Bandit Chiang in the Sian Center, -- these are the people who become elders and 
deacons and leaders in this church, In the past these few bad men in the Little Flock have 
threatened the many who were good, but now we can see the difference between the good and 
the bad, and are glad to help the good escape from the snare of the bad, so that they can carry 
on their church in peace, 
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‘*These counter-revolutionaries say that they are absolutely above politics and do not wish 
to be bothered with earthly matters, but actually they have fallen into worldly sin and pursued 
reactionary policy. They are constantly boasting about spiritual life, but actually they have 
an evil spirit of destruction and pestilence, They callously send messages to Taiwan, urging 
Bandit Chiang to come and bottle up Shanghai, and prevent precious medicines from entering 
the port, and let loose the terrible bacteria which will kill both the Liberation Army and the 
People. We are in the midst of a great campaign against these bacteria, but the counter-rev 
lutionaries want more of the people to get sick, Consider, how can they be classed as a part 
the People? 


‘‘These counter-re volutionaries like to talk about holiness, and even say that to take part a 
in the Oppose Imperialism Love Country Movement is a sin, it is unholy, But actually their 
Own actions are not holy, and Watchman Ni's own life was too adulterous to repeat. M 


‘*Then again, Watchman Ni had a cunning policy which is absolutely opposed to that of a 


good preacher, He and his gang control many local churches, but they are always talking about b 
their local and congregational policy as a cover for their united reactionary plots. Within their ul 
own groups they say, ‘Don't think,’ ‘Lay hold on life, not on ethics,’ ‘Don’t talk of morals, 

talk of reason." Their meetings are conducted secretly, so that people will not know of their Cc 
counter-revolutionary activities. 

‘“*These counter-revolutionaries have a two-faced policy toward the People’s Government. Cc 
Outwardly they say Obey, and ‘The powers that be are ordained of God’, but secretly they Cc 
have never stopped their attempts to overthrow the government, being willing to destroy all of Ci 
China, They even use such words as patriotism, study, and progress to hide their own illegal ce 
activities, constantly confusing good with evil, and light with darkness, But this dissembling a. 


now no longer deceives most of the people.’’ 


(To be continued) 


in 

CHOU EN-LAI ON THE INTELLIGENTSIA la 
ai 
In a speech on January 14 Chou En-lai outlined the present need in China for more con- be 


sideration of the intellectual class and a better plan of drawing them into co-operation in the 
task of socializing China, He claims that a fundamental change has taken place among them 
during the past six years, but that the situation is still unsatisfactory, because they are insuf- 
ficient in number, professional skill and political consciousness. In regard to the last point, h 
considers that Communists have committed three ideological errors in dealing with the intel- 
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ectly, they have been inclined to consider the intellectuals as a class apart, to let them 
alone, and to require from them something less than full commitment to the Communist pro- 


gram. 


recy sectarianism, passivity and compromise, that is, if I interpret these technical terms 


But they should not be burdened too heavily with political studies. They should have ‘‘at 
least five sixths of the working day (or 40 hours a week) available for their professional work,"’ 
They should also be paid more, The tendency toward equalitarianism in pay should be aban- 


doned. 


On the other hand there must be a program of struggle. We must root out completely all 
counter-revolutionary elements, we must reduce the number of backward elements, we must 
lead the moderate elements to become progressives, and the progressives to become full social 
intellectuals, The three paths along which re-education takes place are 1, Observation and 
taking part in social life; 2. Professional work; and 3, General theoretical study, The process 
cannot be free from struggle, for we must require of all intellectuals ‘‘love of country, ad- 
herence to the constitution, and a clear distinction between ourselves and the enemy, Next, 
there is bound to be a sharp struggle between socialist and capitalist ideology and between the 
ideologies of materialism and idealism,*’ 


In discussing the problem of how to strengthen this intelligentsia class, he repudiates the 
idea of sending middle school graduates to Russia for thegr college work, for that would result 
only in a blind and servile dependence upon the Soviet Union. Rather we should send advanced 
scientists to Russia, and bring advanced scientists from Russia in regard to specific advanced 


problems. 


Finally he deprecates the present over-emphasis on the practical applications of science as 
shortsighted. Of course, ‘‘we must fight against any theoretical study which is dissociated from 
practice, but the main tendency at present is the neglect of theoretical study,"’ 


QO It can be seen that in general his ideas are quite realistic and common sense from the 

ndpoint of one committed to Marxist ideology, But the ex cathedra tones which he uses 
throughout rather strike me with awe. It must be wonderful to be a Communist politician -- 
it gives you a sense of omniscience in a field where otherwise you would have no competence 


at all, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Dr. W. B. McClure, formerly in the United Church of Canada Mission in Kwangtung, will 
be one hundred years old on Aprilg. Any friends who wish to send him greetings may do so 
through his mission board, Wesley Building, 299 Queen Street, W., Toronto, Canada, 


CHURCH NEWS 


On February 7 Father Chang Shih-lang, a Catholic priest from the Shanghai St. Louis 
Church, spoke in the meeting of the CPPCC in Peking. He said he represented 150,000 
Catholics in the Shanghai diocese. He went on, “‘I am 76 years old this year, I love my 
country and my church. I want to devote the rest of my years to the Catholic Church, which 
conforms to the interests of the Chinese people. I want to contribute my efforts to the socialist 
construction of my country and to the early liberation of Taiwan."’ 


A recent visitor to China asked a leading Christian laywoman there about the possibility of 
independent thinking within the church, if that thinking should go against the government, The 
laywoman.seplied that it would depend on the nature of the point at issue, Nothing that was 
aimed at ovethrowing the government would be tolerated, but any other sort of criticism would 


be listened to and gone into carefully. 


There are nine Catholic deputies in the Shanghai municipal Congress, and over forty in the 
congresses of the various Shanghai districts. 


Rev, Henry Sun, Methodist district superintendent and pastor in Shanghai, reported recently 
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